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Things learned travelling, from someone
who’s visited (nearly!) every continent
Halle Ashworth
Since I was born I’ve been fortunate
enough to go on holiday at least once every year. At the age of seven I moved to the
Middle East, Abu Dhabi in the United Arab
Emirates to be specific. Growing up
abroad taught me a lot of valuable lessons. I was enrolled into an International
School, where it was actually rare to be in
a class with other British students. At my
first school we had over 80 different nationalities. That’s a lot of different cultures! It taught me to be respectful and
understanding. My friends were from all
over the world, places I’d never heard of,
like Kazakhstan and Peru. I had friends
from Germany, India, France, Brazil and
the USA. This was a lot for a seven-yearold to take in. My best friend was a local;
she’d lived in Abu Dhabi her whole life but
she was a real live princess, a Sheikha. Her
uncle was the ruler of Abu Dhabi.

noon.
Something that changed my life was visiting Bali for the first time in 2015. The
country is so cultured and beautiful; the
people are so kind but they live in severe
poverty. Whilst we were going place to
place in taxis I looked out of the window
and saw families of four on one single moped. A little girl looked over and waved at
me. This wasn’t uncommon; there were
hundreds of families on mopeds, some
with helmets and some without. They just
didn’t seem to have proper cars, maybe
they didn’t need them. They didn’t complain. Everyone was willing to do anything
for anyone.

The main point of this article is not to
show off but to teach. I want everyone to
travel, to learn, and to experience. To any
one who thinks travelling is a waste of
time, a waste of money, I promise it is not.
My parents love travelling. My mother is When you travel, ask questions. Meet
from St Vincent, in the Caribbean, so we people. Visit their landmarks, embrace
visited the Caribbean islands a lot. By the their religion(s). Open your mind. Don’t
age of six I’d already been to Paris, Florida, judge, don’t mock. Just watch, learn, ask,
Spain and Portugal and a year later went and listen. It’s unbelievable the things you
to Abu Dhabi. For a young child this didn’t can learn from someone from another culaffect me too much but I got to see a lot
ture. Maybe it will change your outlook on
which impressed me. As I got older I unlife.
derstood more and I took notice of how
people behaved in these countries, their
customs and culture. When I was 10 I got
to play with cheetah cubs for an after-
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The Royal Visit By Tom Rogers
I’m sure it was a day of excitement and
nervousness for Her Royal Highness,
Princess Anne. The 17th January was the
day she was set to meet me, Tom Rogers.
After landing on the Big Side by helicopter, narrowly missing the all important
cricket square, the Princess was escorted
into the new pool for a meet and greet,
and a demonstration. I personally have
never seen the staff involved look quite
so fidgety before a visit. The swim
squad’s show was conducted in front of
an expressionless Princess Anne and all
went ‘swimmingly’, much to the relief of
Robin Brew. I was shepherded back to
the foyer along with lots of excited individuals, to set up for the moment the
Princess must have been waiting for.
People stood around anxiously, practising their bows and frisking themselves,
ensuring they were looking as sharp as

possible. Her Highness proceeded
around the room, making polite conversation with each person before reaching
Chloe and me. We were introduced by
the Headmaster and I gave my best
bracey smile before bowing from the
neck. We talked about arbitrary matters
for a moment before I told her I played
cricket. Her response took me by surprise. “Oh, they actually let you do that
here?” A one-liner, before moving on to
interrogate the Head Boy and the Head
Girl of the Prep. It was over in a flash.
In summary, meeting royalty is much like
playing cricket: there’s a lot of standing
around and occasionally a visitor turns
up and givesCENSORED
you some abuse.
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Music at Mount
Kelly

THE Band
Issac day

Tessa Hansford

Have you ever asked yourself, what am I
missing? Well if you have, let me answer it
for you: music. The lunchtime concerts
have been a great success, showing the
musical talent that we have at our school.
We not only hear incredible talent, we also
get some interesting surprises, such as
hearing instruments that we might not
have known existed or seeing how fast
someone can move all ten fingers at once.
Sometimes we even find out that our best
friend is the next Whitney Houston! We
have two more lunchtime concerts this
term on the 1st March and the 15th March
both starting at 1:10 in the Chapel. If you
are unfortunate enough not to be free at
this time, do not fear. Do you remember
the ‘Mount Kelly Unplugged’ Concert? this
was such a success, that next term we will
have more amazing concerts in the evening. Come and see what you’re missing. You
won’t be disappointed!
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We are Isaac, Matt and Francis
and we are a band from Mount
Kelly. In case you don’t know, we
like to entertain people with our
rock music. Our repertoire includes vocals, guitars and drums
and we like to play music such as
Green Day songs. We had a great
success when we won the judges
vote in the Mount Kelly’s Got Talent competition last term and
performed in this year‘s Unplugged. Currently, we are working on some new songs such as
Welcome to Paradise by Green
Day and New York by Wombat
which we will play in our next
concerts.
Specifically, we will also be performing at the Bedford in April
2017! So look out for us and
come to support!

5

MEET THE SCIENTIFIC INQUISITION
compiled by Anna cox, Daniah Hagul and Alex Horkava
Subject
taught

University
Course

Alma mater

Sport affiliation

City
affiliation

Mr Donnelly

Biology

Zoology

UCL

running

Portsmouth

Mrs Donnelly

Biology

- Microbiology
- Chemical
Engineering

- Kent
- Birmingham

kickbox

Birmingham

Mr Kershaw

Chemistry

Applied Biology

Nottingham

cheering

Southampton

Mr Pearson

Chemistry

Geology

Southampton

sailing

Horrabridge

Mr Sandford

Physics

Physics

Loughborough

hockey

Preston

Mr Tailyour

Physics

Physics/
Educational
Psychology

Exeter

cycling

London

Dr Chalk

Physics

Physics

Hull

diving

the world

Mr Bull

Lab tech

BTEC, HND,
Applied Biology

Plymouth

:(

Plymouth

Which A-levels did you do?
Mr Donnelly: Biology, Chemistry,
Geography. My best was definitely
Biology and the worst… the other two.
For Geography, I didn‘t do the O-level
(equivalent of GCSE), which didn‘t do
me much good. It was a great subject; I
just wasn‘t good at it.
Mrs Donnelly: Maths which was my
worst, Statistics, Chemistry and Biology,
which was my best, and AS in Law.
Mr Kershaw: Biology, Chemistry and
Physics. Physics was my best, actually.
And Chemistry the worst, ironically.
Mr Pearson: Maths, Physics, Chemistry
and Geology. Geology was my favourite;
and they still do it! It made the reforms.
Chemistry was my worst, from my
5
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results. Maths is easy, Physics is… Physics
and Chemistry was (still is) a lot of
mechanisms to learn. I enjoyed it, but it
needs lots of work.
Mr Sandford: Physics, Maths, DT. Best?
Definitely Physics. Worst? DT. I had a bad
teacher. I was clueless in my exam; had no
idea what the words meant.
Mr Tailyour: Physics, Pure Maths, Applied
Maths. Physics was my best and Pure
Maths probably the worst- but only
because there was a section where we had
to learn probability, which is something I
could not wrap my head around.
Dr Chalk: Maths, Physics, which was my
favourite, and Economics. I hated all that
essay writing!
Mr Bull: Maths, Biology, Chemistry, Physics.
Biology was my best, together with
Chemistry, and I didn‘t really like Physics or
Maths.

but the course itself was really
disappointing.
Mrs Donnelly: I was the first from my
family to go to Uni, nobody else had been,
so there was nobody else to judge what it
would be like and so I thoroughly enjoyed
it. Actually, I got a place to do pharmacy
but I did a work experience at Boots and
the thought of counting pills for the next
fifty years didn‘t really appeal to me. So I
went through Clearing.
When I left university I got a job working
for a laboratory and as part of that, I
signed up to do PhD., which was part time,
so whilst I was working in my first job I did
my second degree.
Mr Kershaw: It was fantastic; university is
what you put in. I enjoyed the social things
and the liberation of being away from
home. I think that you should dedicate
time and awareness to that part of your
life. Learning to engage and make new
What was your university experience friendships is a skill set as important as
learning harder elements within your field.
like?
Mr Donnelly: I followed my brother to
London, which, for someone who is
interested in animals, was probably the
worst place to go. I found myself in the
middle of a city, which I didn‘t like very
much, and the course itself was… not what
I expected. I‘d been looking forward to
studying wildlife for the most of my life
and it didn‘t live up to my expectations.
The first year they lumped some biologists
and biochemists together and bored me to
death with more A-level Biology, which I‘d
already done; more Chemistry at higher
level, which I was quite happy to never do
ever ever again. I hated my first year with a
passion. The other two years got better,

Mr Pearson: It was a very busy 4 years. I
can only recommend 4 years, as 3 years go
far too quickly. The strangest thing about a
university the size of Southampton is that
there is always a group of people who are
6
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interested in something that you want
them to be interested in. I was a member
of the university Royal Navy Unit – like
CCF, but at university- which is a pretty
good deal because they pay you as well. I
did some sailing with them. I was also
involved a lot in the Christian Union. For
a year, I was the secretary and then I was
a web master. It was one of the biggest
clubs with about 700 members, so it kept
me very busy.
Mr Tailyour: I enjoyed it probably too
much. Especially the first year. The first
year, for me, was just a little bit more
than the A-levels so it was relatively easy.
And there‘s lots of new exciting things
going on: clubs, societies, like-minded
people meeting and discussing different
things. It was fascinating. At the end of
the first year studying kicked in, but it
was still enjoyable. And then in my third
year, I got an opportunity to do some
research- it wasn‘t proper research
really, but we had to write a dissertation
about some physical phenomena, which
I did about optics and holograms.
Dr Chalk: It varied. You start at eighteen,
and your priorities are drinking,
socializing, not studying. In my time,
when it was all paid for by someone else,
that was what you went to the university
for. And then you grow up a bit, put
more hours in and get into your subject,
and by the end of it, seven years later,
it‘s all changed and you‘re prepared to
go out into the world.
Mr Bull: The course itself was really
good, the timing of the lectures even
better; we didn‘t have any in the
mornings. I spent two years enjoying

myself and still passing. I started that
course knowing that I wanted to do
something with Biology and Chemistry,
and knowing I didn‘t want to do
teaching. I like to be in the background,
not up at the front- and the course itself
was aimed mainly at the future lab
technicians, so, here I am.

Why did you decide to come to
Mount Kelly?
Mr Donnelly: I‘ve taught at a state school
in the Midlands for eight years, which
was… awful, because there was even less
wildlife than down here. Standing in the
classroom and talking about the same
things over and over again: it was fine,
for a while, but my interests also lay
outdoors. And there wasn‘t enough of
that. As part of the DofE there I led a
four-week expedition to Tanzania, which
was just awesome, and that made the
decision for me. So I actively moved to
the independent sector, where you do
other stuff as well: sport, outdoor
activities, expeditions and more. Landing
here was just perfect. I did Ten Tors
training for ten years, I‘m still doing
DofE, doing more sport again, trips, etc.
I
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get bored easily, so it is just perfect here
for me.
Mrs Donnelly: I worked in Tavistock and
Callington, and then we got asked to
become Conway Houseparents, so that
was my first role at Kelly. Then we moved
out, and I got a job at a private school in
Exeter, then a year at Shebbear, and then I
came here; first part-time, and now full
time.
Mr Kershaw: At my last school,which was
my first school, I had achieved everything
that I could. I was well established, which
meant that I didn't have to challenge
myself. I think you can get too comfortable,
and then you get complacent. So I thought
that coming here sounded like an
adventure, something completely
different.
Mr Pearson: Because it‘s near home, it‘s
near the sea, that sold it really. If it‘s by the
sea, I'm happy.
Mr Sandford: I was in central London
before coming here, was looking to move
to the South West and didn't have a
specific school in mind. I have family in
Cornwall, and so does my partner. We had
just had Jack, and London, unless you have
millions of pounds, is not the place to raise
a child. When this job came up as Head of
Science in a beautiful place, close to home,
I went for it. When I came down, Kelly
reminded me of the school where I had
first started teaching, I enjoyed myself
there, so I applied and was lucky enough to
get it. So Kelly didn't drag me to the South
West, Kelly allowed me to come to where I
wanted to go.
Mr Tailyour: I came to Kelly because I
thought I‘d retire from teaching. When I
was teaching A-level Physics at my

previous schools I had a few students who
didn‘t completely fit the norm and had
something called autism, and in particular,
they had something called aspergers, and I
was interested in integrating them within
the mainstream class. So I looked into that
and conducted a research that went
towards my Master‘s degree. I got more
interested in that than I was in A-level
teaching and so I went off to a special
needs school. Afterwards, I thought I‘d
retire. But I wanted to do something, not
sit at home. So I came here, as a lab
technician. And then someone asked me to
be a tutor. And then they needed someone
to teach. And here I am, teaching again.
Dr Chalk: I‘ve just done the best part of a
decade in a school south of London, and
that‘s nice with everything that‘s going on
there, but as you get older, you start
thinking: maybe a bit more green, a bit
more space, a bit more outdoors stuff. And
I fancy the change.

Mr Bull: It was the first advert I answered
in the paper. I came here straight from
university. Graduated in July, started at
Kelly in September, more than thirty years
ago. I live in Plymouth, and this was meant
to be a temporary job for two or three
8
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years, till I found something in Plymouth, teaching. At weekends we do camps and
but nothing came up and I‘ve just stayed. hikes, and many different activities.
Quite recently I actually ran a district
Is there something you do outside chess competition, and had a great
afternoon of that. In a couple of weeks
of school? Hobbies, special
there is a paintball session, and we are in
interests?
the middle of the survival skills badge; I
am teaching kids how to use a knife and
Mr Kershaw: I used to go snow boarding axe, build fires and cook on them, and in
quite a lot in the winter, that was my
March we have a weekend when they
escapism.
actually do it all at a campside. My age
Mr Pearson: I do lots of sailing. We do
group is ten and a half till fourteen,
some offshore racing, over to France,
which is the Scout section. I‘ve been
over to Guernsey and Spain. My family there for so long that I‘ve seen many kids
has a yacht.
come and go, and even bring their own
Mr Sandford: Just spend time with the
kids.
family. We like to go up on the moor,
down to the beach and that sort of thing.
Mr Tailyour: I like music; I play the guitar
and I am in a band. Have been for the
past fifteen years. We play Christian
music in the rock style, which is not very
church-like, but we feel that there is an
important message to get across to the
young people. And young people like
music, just like everyone else. I even
formed a charity in order to do it. I also
enjoy my gardening. And we used to
Do you have any unfullfilled
have a sailing boat, so I used to sail.
Dr Chalk: These days, I kind of make my dreams?
job my hobby. As I say, the school trips,
the outdoorsy things; I‘ve kind of merged Mrs Donnelly: I still want to go to Rome.
And to Iceland to see the Northern
it all, which is ideal.
Mr Bull: I am a scout leader. Have been Lights.
Mr Pearson: Well, the world is still my
for thirty-two years now; in the same
oyster really. There are lots of places I'd
group, in Plymouth. I was a boy scout
when I was a kid as well, so it was just a like to sail to. It'd be nice to visit the
Caribbean. An ideal year off would be to
natural progression. We meet every
Tuesday night and have an evening full of sail to some Pacific islands.
games with some hard work and tuition Mr Sandford: I've travelled quite a lot,
which teaching allows you to do. I do
involved, so I actually do a little bit of
9
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regret not taking some time off to go
travelling when I was younger. Australia is
the only place I've not been to and would
sort of quite like to go but it’s just too far
away; I can't be bothered. All I ever
wanted out of life was a family and I've
got it.
Mr Tailyour: No, except that I am going to
Egypt in Easter and I am very much
looking forward to that. Not to the
pyramids, as I‘ve been there before, but I
have some friends over there and I was
asked to lead a youth conference, and
speak, so it‘s going to be quite something.
Dr Chalk: Of course, there are plenty of
things I want to do. Every place I‘ve yet to
be is a place to visit. The only continent I‘ve
never been to is Antarctica, so that may be
it.
Mr Bull: Not really. I‘m just happy as I am.
I‘ve been to various international camps
(with the scouts), and I‘ve been to many
European countries and met a lot of people
of different backgrounds. That fullfilled my
dreams, so to speak.

become stronger and more open-minded
as a result of the things that you've done is
incredible and massively rewarding. It‘s not
really a holiday, but it‘s what I would do
with my holiday time.
Mr Sandford: Heat, it’s got to be hot. Hot
and water, whether that’s a pool or the
sea. A beach in Thailand would be my ideal
holiday, with nothing active. That in
summer, and skiing in winter.
Mr Tailyour: I have a motorbike; a big, blue,
beautiful motorbike, and fortunately, my
wife likes it as well, so we find that when
we are on the motorbike, touring Europeit‘s freedom.
Mr Bull: At one of the scout international
What‘s your idea of a perfect
camps. It‘s work, but it‘s something I enjoy.
holiday?
Being on the staff, you have quite a bit of
Mr Donnelly: My ideal holiday is just to go spare time; they last for two weeks and I
to the tropics somewhere, usually in Africa. usually have a great time.
That‘s it, I am as happy as Larry, and as
long as the wildlife is there, I can never get
bored.
Mr Kershaw: This may seem weird but
probably taking a group of students
somewhere. I've taken groups skiing and to
Zambia before, and I loved it. Because
you're trying to help the students engage
with a new environment, you think of it
and see it in a different way. Seeing people
10
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Does The ‘Yeti’ really exist?
With Harry Donnelly
The Yeti, also known as the ‘abominable
snowman’ is a large ape-like entity said
to roam mountainous regions, most notably the Himalayas in Nepal and Tibet.
The Yeti is said to be much taller than an
average human, and to walk on its hind
legs.

because they’re fake. It is surely clear
that something so big must have been
discovered by now as for a Yeti to survive, there must be a sizable breeding
population.
Snow leopards also live in the Himalayas
and are incredibly elusive and solitary
animals with a relatively small wild population. Nevertheless, these animals are
still filmed and tracked very frequently.
Surely 9 foot walking apes that live in the
Himalayas alongside our snow leopards
would have also been caught on film just
as frequently as the snow leopard, if not
more?

The existence of this monster has been
dismissed by scientists as just a myth, rather than fact. This is due to the lack of
solid evidence to suggest that it really exists. Of course there have been many reports of foot prints found on expeditions
in the Himalayas, as well as ‘footage’ of
yeti sightings, however these videos can
easily be dismissed as hoaxes through
animation or simply a bloke dressed up.
You’ll find that a lot of these yeti videos
are from a distance or out of focus.
Hmmm, I wonder why that is? Probably
11

Footprints of these beasts have now
been recognized to most likely be the
footprints of a Himalayan brown bear
and/or an Asiatic black bear, both of
whom are capable of walking on their
hind legs for short periods of time. The
Asiatic black bear, when young, climbs a
lot of trees. To make climbing easier for
them, they tend to have their inner claw
trained to fold over their outer paw and
face inward, making a large toe like imprint at the front of the foot, making the
footprint seem humanoid to a degree.
At this current time there is very little, to
no, chance of such a beast roaming the
Himalayas (sorry to disappoint you all).
The same can be said about other creatures such as Bigfoot and the Loch Ness
monster.
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However, just because the Yeti may not
live now does not mean it never lived at
all….

sand years ago. However yeti sightings are
still common today, so is it possible that
some kind of giant ape, or maybe even gigantopithecus itself, still survives somewhere in the remote Himalayas? Who
knows?

In 1935, in a Chinese medicine shop in
Hong Kong, a large tooth, 6 times the size
of an average human tooth, was found.
These teeth are held in the archives of our
Natural History Museum, London. Eventually, a large lower jaw bone was found in
Asia, not far from the Himalayas, containing a set of the same teeth. This creature
was named ‘Gigantopithecus’ meaning
‘giant ape’. This was a huge jawbone. Scientists had predicted this ape was 9.8 feet
tall. An ape of this size was certainly too
heavy to climb trees so scientists assumed
it would not have extensively long arms
like other apes (e.g. Chimp, Gorilla), but
relatively short arms like us humans. With
such a heavy skull, scientists had predicted
this monster was bipedal (walked upright),
as walking on all fours would cause greater
strain on the back of this ape’s neck. With
a relatively flat face if you were to look
this ape in the eye, you would probably
find it rather un-unnervingly familiar…
Nevertheless, gigantopithecus is thought
to have died out several hundred thou12

Gigantopithecus
Jaw!
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Dancing to independence with Janet Chan
When we talk about dancing, a lot of people think about traditional concepts, such
as ballerinas in white tutus dancing in perfect synchronization on the podium, lit
with bright stage lights, or elegantly dressed ladies and gentlemen waltzing across
the ballroom. However, to me, dancing is a lot more than that. Today, I would like
to share a story of my encounter with dancing.
I still remember my first dance class when I was barely four years old; it was in a
group of ten people, where we learned to move along to the music and do some
easy moves like stretching out our hands and doing little twirls. Very soon my
mother saw that I had an interest in dancing so she signed me up for some more,
proper training, given the fact that schools require their students to do at least one
type of sport. and I was reluctant to do any sport other than dancing. So I went to
the Chinese Dance Academy near my home once a week to learn to dance. As for
why Chinese dance, but not modern dance or ballet, or hip-hop (which I came to
love growing up), I believe it was simply just because the academy was quite close
to my home. The first year was a nightmare to me, as Chinese dance requires a lot
of flexibility and conscientiousness, and all I did before I joined the academy was
simple training that was nothing compared to the requirements of Chinese dance.
After endless hours of practising at home and during class I soon became one of
the best pupils in my class. I continued doing Chinese dance for another ten years
until I dropped out due to my failure at not being able to balance both school work
and the intensive training which required me to wake up early every morning. Yet,
my passion for dancing wasn’t over. I taught myself hip-hop through Youtube channels whenever I had time, and practised in my room at night when I had finished all
my homework. Unfortunately my parents did not approve of this genre of dance
and greatly opposed my interest in it, causing frequent arguments between us and
our relationships hit rock-bottom at that period. Nevertheless, I never gave up in
persuading my parents to break through their outdated mindset – that hip-hop is
related to hippies, rebellious kids who get kicked out of school, or homeless teens
that steal and rob. My constant influence and urging did pay off a little, as my parents now hold less grudge to this genre of dance than they did before. A lot of my
friends often ask me – what’s the point of holding onto something when your parents and teachers do not support you? My answer is quite simple. Because I like to
dance. I am not saying that we should go for whatever we like to do just simply because we like it, but after sensible reasoning and reflection, I think there is no reason why anyone should judge us due to the fact that we want to be ourselves and
do what we think is right. The reason I am sharing this story to all of you is that to
encourage everyone to never give up their passion or dream, and even if no one
supports you, your passion will always be your motivation to move forward, and
over your obstacles.
13
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A Newbies Guide to
Mount Kelly Rugby
By Shan Hong Liew
I arrived at Mount Kelly last year, with
the intention of focusing on my academic
studies. With a minor interest in sports
and zero knowledge of rugby, little did I
know I would later choose it as my main
sport
On the first training I was met with unfamiliar faces and rules. It started off with
passing the ball, which I thought at that
time looked like a huge Cornish pasty. A
good pass is defined by how a straight ball
spins, and I managed to spin it like a crazy,
fat sausage. After the passing drill we had
to do a fitness run. The first few steps went
really well before I started crawling and
wheezing my way back. It was no surprise
that I came last. Though the first day was
exhausting it was also exhilarating, which
made me looked forward to more training
sessions.

During kick-off I could hear the incessant
beat of my heart. For me it was chaos,
with people falling left and right. It was no
wonder that the sky started crying not long
after seeing how I played. Despite having a
bad player like me we managed to secure a
67-14 victory. That game changed the way
I see rugby.
That is my story and I look forward to next
season.

Having talked about my first training, let’s
talk about my first game. When Mr Stanyer
told me, after two weeks training, that I
would be playing in a game against Kingsley, the first thought that came to my mind
was “ I’m dead, Yes!, No!,!@#$%^” I was
now determined to improve every aspect
of my rugby skills. When the day of reckoning arrived, oh boy was it exciting! A million thoughts ran through my mind but
what Mr Stanyer said stood out the most,
“If you have no bloody idea what to do
with the ball just run into the bloody players”. I got on to the pitch, with a mixed
idea of where to stand, and was lucky
enough to be guided by fellow teammates.
14
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CCF Exercise or something more
sinister? By the Editor
CCF Cadets have recently been spotted
by swimmers during their training sesmoving tactically through the fields of
sions”.
Mount Kelly in what appears to be secret
We find these reassurances unconvincing.
training for a takeover of the school.
It appears, to us, a show of force from
This has been denied by the CCF senior
the CCF reminding us all of their prescadets. An anonymous source stated,
ence. Just how innocent are their regular
“Despite appearances to the contrary, the Thursday training sessions? Are the senCCF currently does not wish to takeover ior cadets attempting a takeover? More
the School by force. We are content with to follow.
the equipment and areas available to us
and while we would like to see fruit for
lunch as well as better internet, these
matters can be resolved diplomatically. A
larger concern which needs to be addressed sooner rather than later, is the
imminent collapse of the storeroom roof
due to an aggressive dropping of weights
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A quick guide to the Chinese New Year

By Brittaney Yuen
When we talk about Chinese culture, the first thing that comes to your mind might
be food; the unforgettable duck wrap and egg fried rice you had last time. How
about the Chinese New Year? I guess 99% of you will go for red pockets and that’s
it. So, what do we REALLY do during Chinese New Year?
Chinese New Year, according to the Chinese Calendar, lasts for 15 days and this
year, it started on the 28th of January. These 15 days will essentially be the most
important period throughout the year, as what we say and do during them will determine our faith for the rest of the year. (I know it sounds crazy.)
Preparation: Before the New Year comes, i.e 2 or 3 days beforehand, we clean our
house from top to bottom making sure they are spotless so that we can get rid of
all the bad luck we have accumulated from the previous year and prepare for the
next.
2 days before the New Year: We put up Chinese banners across the living room,
outside our front door, and on the wall. As you know, red is the lucky colour for
Chinese people, so we basically put anything that is red around the house to make
sure we have got the most luck we can, e.g. Chinese lanterns, red Chinese pictures,
etc
1 day before the New Year: We will have a big feast with our family and celebrate
the New Year together. We will eat particular food during the dinner which symbolizes wealth and luck for the family in the upcoming year. There are some examples
below:
1. Abalone=Fortune
2. Big Mushrooms=Longevity

3. Noodles=Long life (we won’t cut the noodles as this means we will die sooner!)
4. Whole Fish=Togetherness, intimacy between family and friends
5. Shrimp=Happiness (The Chinese pronunciation of Shrimp “Ha” sounds like a
good old laugh)
6.Chicken: wealth
7. Turnip Cake (Luo bao gao)=Good Luck (This is absolutely DELICIOUS!)
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First and second day of the New Year: Numerous rules apply for the following days (I am
not kidding):

1. No rubbish should be thrown out.
2. We can’t clean our house.
3. Hair shouldn’t be washed.
4. Avoid the use of knives.
5.Not throwing your luck out of the window,
There will be fire crackers and fireworks lit in front of houses and stores so that the evil
spirits will be scared away by the loud noises.
At parades, lion dances and dragon dances, firecrackers are lit up so they drive away the
wicked beings and “bad luck”.
We will go to our friends and family’s house and get red pockets and wish them good
luck and eat loads of seeds and sweets (sugar coated food eg. Lotus) as again they wish
you a fruitful and happy year.
There are some examples below of what we usually say during Chinese New Year.
1. 恭 喜 發 財

Cantonese: Gung1 Hei2 Faat3 Coi4 Mandarin: Gōng Xǐ Fā Cái
Meaning: wishing you to be prosperous in the coming year and earn lots of money.
2. 身 體 健 康

Cantonese: San1 Tai2 Gin6 Hong1 Mandarin: Shēn Tǐ Jiàn kāng
Meaning: wish you have a good health in the New Year
3. 萬 事 如 意

Cantonese: maan6 si6 jyu4 ji3 Mandarin: wàn shì rú yì
Meaning: wish you all the best and good luck
Third day of the New Year: We won’t go out and meet any relatives, as this day is the
day where most arguments happen and you totally want to avoid them. So you better
stay at home and watch Netflix.
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Plot Busters with Lulu Kharas
Fantastic Beast and Where to Find Them
A dream has come true for Harry
Potter fans (a category that embodies most of the world). The brilliant
imagination of J.K Rowling was
brought back to the screen last year
with the release of the hugely anticipated Fantastic Beasts and Where to
Find Them, the first film of a new
Harry Potter-esque five-film franchise. The film is based on the short
book of the same title, and is set in
1920’s New York. The narrative follows the adventures of mazizoologist
Newt Scamander as he travels over

from England to America with a magical briefcase full of enchanted creatures, which are subsequently, accidentally, unleashed into the city. The
action is set against a backdrop that
is rife with the suspicion of American
muggles, and a peculiar, dark force
that is threatening the city.
Eddie Redmayne’s portrayal of Scamander is fantastic; he captures the
character's endearing socialineptness with precise sensitivity and
his performance is arguably the best
in the film. Dan Fogler, who plays
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International Society OVERNIGHT trip
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No plans during your next exeat? Wanted to go explore the rest of England? We’ve got you covered!

Although the ‘Americanness’ of the film
ruffled the feathers of some of the diehard fans of the original Harry Potter franchise, which is utterly British through and
through, overall the film captures perfectly
the exciting idea of a much larger magical
world than that which revolves around
Harry Potter and Hogwarts. A highly enjoyable watch, made all the more enticing by
the prospect of further films to come.

Bath and Bristol Overnight Trip-----11/3-12/3

The visuals are sensational; the incredible
CGI is particularly noticeable in the scene
in which Scamander shows off all the creatures that exist within his briefcase.

£150

David Yates, who was responsible for the
last four Harry Potter films, directed Fantastic Beasts, establishing a sense of continuity between the two franchises. The
links between this ‘sort-of’ prequel and the
narratives of the Harry Potter franchise,
which take place some eighty years after,
are some of the most enticing parts of the
film. However, although these connections
exist (namely the link between Dumbledore and Grindelwald), much of the plot is
largely separate from the original world of
Harry Potter, rendering this film just as accessible for those who are unfamiliar with
it.

See more of the west of the country, and the historical side of Bath( Roman Bath) and Bristol (Bristol Cathedral). Shopping in Cabot Circus; discover the famous wall art painter—Banksy around Bristol; walk through Bristol’s renown Clifton suspension bridge and the Royal
Crescent in Bath! Everything is included.What are you waiting for? Tell Ms Holwill or Ms Brown straight away if you want to join!!
LIMITED SPACES!!

Scamander’s side-kick, Jacob Kowalski, also
gives an exceptional performance, and
Colin Farrell and Ezra Miller fulfill their
roles as the ‘villains’ of the film perfectly.

20

George Bowles’ top 3 ‘Up and Coming'
Artists of 2017
Loyle Carner

Tom Misch

A rapper
from South
London who
recently released what
I consider to
be one of
the best albums I have
heard in the
past 5 years
called ‘Yesterday’s Gone'. Coming from
London, you would expect him to have
a hard, aggressive flow and lyrics that
you definitely wouldn’t want your
Grandma to hear. But no. His flow is
relaxed and makes anyone’s head
bounce. He is heavily influenced by
great 90s American Hip Hop artists
such as Mos Def and J Dilla. And this
shows blatantly in his beats (mostly
produced by the very talented Kwes).
Loyle Carner has an amazing ability to
go from upbeat and bouncy songs to
songs like ‘Sun of Jean' about his Mum
and late Father which can almost bring
a tear to the eye.

Tom Misch is a jazz guitarist, violinist
and producer from London who is also
heavily influenced by the likes of J Dilla. Tom's beats are incredibly relaxing
whilst remaining thought provoking to
any musician. He happens to produce
and sing on a few of Loyle Carner's
projects and adds his fancy jazz chords
and impressive but smooth solos to
any beat very nicely. I feel Tom's latest
EP ‘Reverie’ wasn't the best, considering the rest of his material, but the
two songs ‘Crazy Dream feat. Loyle
Carner' and ‘Watch Me Dance' are
definitely worth a listen. ‘Crazy Dream’
is a really upbeat and jumpy tune that
puts a smile on your face and ‘Watch
Me Dance’ is a tune that inspires me.
Starting with violins, it continues into
a much more happy mood which continues throughout. All in all, keep an
eye out for Tom. He's going places!
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Declan McKenna

Declan McKenna: A
confusing title for a
band that isn’t really a
band. Declan is a guitar
and vocal soloist from
Hertfordshire who was
picked up by Columbia
Records about 3 years
ago after he released
his first single ‘Brazil’.
Heavily influenced by
the Beatles and David
Bowie, he is in a band
that performs under his
name. No one knows
who the instrumentalists are… Declan is only
18 and released ‘Brazil’
when he was 15. An
amazing achievement!
He is yet to release his
first album (hopefully
very soon) but he has a
few singles all of which
document issues of this
world. My favourite
would have to be Paracetamol, which talks
about the false way the
media portrays the
LGBT community, specifically the transgender people. The way
the song’s word plays
with the lyric
“paracetamol smile” is

a really nice touch. Declan’s first release
‘Brazil’ also sings about
the World Cup and the
poverty in Brazil. He
said in an interview that
he has had a fairly boring life in terms of stuff
to write songs about, so
he turns to the news,
and he does this extremely well. I am very
excited to see what his
new project will bring.

I would definitely have
a listen to any one (or
all three) of these musicians if you get the
chance over the next
few months. I wouldn’t
be surprised if you saw
any of them at the main
festivals this summer.
Get a head start so you
can sing along with the
crowd.

LUNCH PASS

MOUNT KELLY

Expires on the 7th of February 2017
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The Good, the Bad and the Ugly, TV Shows with
Caitlin Chapman

Timeless
Timeless is an American science fiction
drama series featured around time travel which is shown in the UK on E4. It is
centered around three main characters:
Lucy Preston, one of the best historians
in America, Wyatt Logan, a US Army Operative, and Rufus Carlin, an AfricanAmerican programmer. There is also the
series’ anti-hero, Garcia Flynn, who is a
former NSA agent who stole the Mothership with the goal of changing American history. The three ‘heroes’ are taken
from their normal lives, and in each episode they are thrown into a new time
period, where they aim to make sure
that history stays the same, as even the
smallest of changes in the past can lead
to massive changes in the future. This

fact is also seen by Lucy very early on,
leaving a big impact on her life. Timeless
also adopts the key rule that the time
travellers cannot go back to any time
where a version of themselves already
exists, meaning they can’t just go back
and stop Flynn from taking the Mothership, or go back and change their past
mistakes, as they all wish to do, and
even try, at certain times. Timeless is an
excellent TV show, and while I don’t
know how historically accurate it is, the
viewers can definitely learn a bit about
history from it. It is not as far-fetched as
Doctor Who or Torchwood, but it certainly makes for an interesting 40
minutes once a week. And since the
show is still on its first season, you do
not have to spend too much time
getting up to date with the episodes.
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Dramatics and Stage Antics with Sophie Russell
On Wednesday, 19th of September
2016, I saw the timelessly classic musical ‘The Sound of Music’, written by Bill
Kenwright at the Theatre Royal, Plymouth. The play is a rerun of the original
show starring Julie Andrews and Christopher Plummer. The musical is based
on the memoir ‘The Story of the Von
Trap Singers’ by Maria Von Trap and on
the original film about a young Austrian
woman studying to become a nun in
Salzburg in 1938, who is sent to the villa of a retired naval officer and widower
to be a governess to his seven children.
After bringing love and music into the
lives of the family , she marries the
officer and together with the children
they find a way, through courage and
faith, to survive the loss of their homeland, Austria, caused by the Anschluss
of the Third Reich.
I very much enjoyed the performance

of Lucy O’Byrne who played Maria Von
Trap; her singing voice was of a very
high standard, undoubtedly attributable to her time on ‘The Voice’. I also felt
that she portrayed the iconic role of
Maria, originally played by Julie Andrews, extremely well, as she was able
to give a full immersive performance. I
feel the two skills combined were particularly effective during the song ‘Do
Rei Me’ when she had to act, sing and
dance all at the same time. She was by
far one of my favorite characters. Another example of her excellent singing
came right at the start of the show
when she performed the most wellknown song of the musical, ‘The Sound
of Music’. She captivated me right from
the beginning and took me into her
world.
I would also like to mention Rebecca
Caine who played the Mother Abbess.
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Chinese New Year
By Kenny Cheung
The use of her voice was absolutely outstanding and the power she was able to
give to the pieces she sang was incredible.
A particularly prominent example of this
was in the song, ‘Climb Every Mountain’ as
the high notes in the piece are phenomenal. She had the crowd on their feet, including me. Furthermore, despite the fact
she wasn’t the main focus of the musical, I
found that my friends and I couldn’t stop
talking about her performance at the end
of the show.
I would thoroughly recommend The Sound
of Music to any budding young actor or actress, or even a theatre enthusiast. It is appealing to all the family and captivates you
right from the start. Five stars, a truly incredible cast and a great performance
from all involved.

On the 28th of January, the first day of the
Chinese New Year festival, a group of
twenty three Mount Kelly Chinese pupils
and staff ate at the Pan Asia Chinese buffet
in Plymouth to celebrate the joyous
occasion.The buffet offered a wide
selection of Asian cuisine from Chinese to
Indian style and was enjoyed by many of
the students. Unfortunately, this year,
there was no dragon dance, but, the great
selection of food and the atmosphere
made it an unforgettable experience. Mr
Semmence and Mr Reid were also
fortunate enough to join the occasion
briefly and got a chance to taste the
delicious food and chat with the students.
Overall, this was a successful and nostalgic
event for the Chinese students as they had
a chance to eat food from back home and
celebrate the New Years with their peers.
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Brief Notices
‘THE CARPARK GHOST’
The ghost of Courtenay appears to have left Great Mis Tor and is now reported to be
wandering around the school car park. Evidence of its existence has been noted with
several symbols appearing on certain students’ cars. Coincidence? I think not.

SPOTTED: THE KELLY SLOTH
An abnormally large sloth has been spotted roaming around
the grounds of Mount Kelly. Witnesses report it is the size of a
human being, however only one picture has been seen so far.
Do not approach this beast, it is rumoured it has an eye for
finding faults with school uniforms and for students going
through the front door to Main School.

OPEN NOW: LIBRARY
The library is now open for all boarders after 7PM until 9PM on Mondays and Wednesday.

WOMEN’S FOOTBALL AND BASKETBALL TEAM?
Requesting input on the feasibility of a Women’s football and basketball team. Please
email editors with your opinions.

【無題】Mickey Ho
閒來無事，臥伏窗旁，遙望東方。驚覺原來別港赴英，已距二載。
兩年間的光陰，兩度的秋與冬。在閱過不同的人和事中，慢慢的成長不知何故，
生活於異鄉，笑話出奇的多。-------------------- 要說，外國人經常糊 混了中國人和
香港。--------------------- 確實，中與港人外表上真是別無二至 然而 在語言上和文化
上卻大大的不同。-------------------------中國人說普通話，港人用粵語 ；前者寫簡
書，後者讀繁體。-但文化的差別，選擇的不同，終究也 住在同一片的天空下。
同或異也不再重要了。
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MEETING GOD AT
MOUNT KELLY….
The FILLING
STATION

THIRSTY
THURSDAYS
A chance to meet
the Catalyst team –
youth workers who
support MK – over
hot chocolate. Enjoy
a chat with these
friendly faces! Every
Thursday break time
in the dining room.

Experience a new,
informal way of expressing the Christian faith. An exciting, lively meeting
on the first Wednesday evening of every
month in a beautiful
renovated barn outside Lydford. A modern band, inspiring
speakers and encouraging testimonies. This is worship
like you’ve not seen
before!

SEEKER’S
CLUB

SENIOR CHRISTIAN
UNION

Wednesday at 12.45
pm in the vestry. An
opportunity to find
out more about
Christianity, ask
questions and listen
to others’ views. Be
open minded!

6th form meeting in the
vestry during Friday lunch
times. Explore what it really means to be a follower
of Jesus Christ. Supporting
one another in prayer and
growing in faith as we
study the Bible, discuss
issues and learn more
about Him.

JUNIOR CHRISTIAN UNION
Years 9-11
Meet with Miss Massey every Friday
lunch time in M6.
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