CLOISTER
The
Mysterious
Fruit – Page 1

Kelly Olympian
Speaks out –
pg3

What’s
happening in
Politics – Page 6
Natural History
– Page 5

Bit of Fun? –
Page 7
Credits –
Page 8
Issue: 001 LENT TERM

MOUNT KELLY AFFAIRS
By Richard Bennett
On the 10th October 2016, an
event occurred that struck peril
into the hearts of every pupil who
entered the fateful place; the
crime scene, known to us as the
dinner hall. Although I’m not
much of a fruit consumer myself,
the disappearance of the fruit
bowl intrigued me and I decided
to carry out a full-fledged
investigation on its whereabouts.

angered, or simply disappointed
by the lack of fruit available in
their lunchtime. However, they
were also unable to provide useful
information. Another route of the
case had reached a dead end.
I was left feeling desperate for
answers as the investigation that
had consumed my existence for
the past week had gone nowhere.
But I will not give up. I am the
hero that Mount Kelly never asked
for, or needed, and have finally
found my purpose.
I will not rest until the case of the
missing fruit bowl is solved.
Stay tuned for more…

After interviewing the catering
staff who were unable to provide
information on the case I
progressed no further in my
investigation. I soon realized the
vast complexity of this
disappearance and decided to
take a different approach. The
villain was clearly a professional
and had left little traces at the
crime scene. Were they simply a
health fanatic looking for a source
of free fruit, is this the start of a
petty rebellion against the healthy
diet that our school promotes or
perhaps there was a much
simpler, more innocent reason
behind the criminal’s motives.
I decided to turn to my school
peers for help as my investigation
was
becoming pretty hopeless. I was
surprised about their strong
feelings on the topic. Many were

P.S. If you have any information
that may aid my case further,
please do not hesitate to contact
me on:
Snapchat: richie-b505

Competition:
Name the Fruit

1st person to come to the
writer of this article with
the right answer wins a
prize!

Kids These Days
By Ted Jenks
All of us have heard lectures from
our parents about the 'good old
days'. A time when they actually
had good music, a time when they
weren't so lazy, and went out
more, and a time when they
actually talked to each other face
to face. Hearing this is utopic
recollection of the past for the
635th time still doesn't have us
convinced, as it simply becomes
another irritating rant reminding
us of how bad we are as a
generation.

Though none of this may be news
to you, you may be surprised to
find out there is actually a reason
behind the fact the older
generation feels that they, or at
least their way of life, was better
than ours. It's a phenomenon
called juvenilia, and it is nothing
new. Juvenilia has been around as
long as we have, and was actually
an important survival tactic for
our ancestors. It is defined as 'The
fear or hostility directed by an
older generation toward a
younger one, or toward youth
culture in general', and examples
of it can been seen throughout
history. It is a sort of a concerned
disappointment towards youth,
and an out of proportion fear of
the things that affect us
youngsters nowadays.
Today, this generally manifests
itself as a disapproval from our
elders regarding modern
technology (such as smartphones)
and our use of it. Every time a
major revolution in our culture
occurred, even if it was for the

better, we see juvenilia present.
For instance, in the early 1900s,
Romain Rolland remarked the
new generation of young people
were 'passionately in love with
pleasure and violent games', an
observation which could easily be
heard made today. Similarly, the
Sunday Magazine wrote in 1871
'Now, we fire off a multitude of
rapid and short notes, instead of
sitting down to have a good talk
over a real piece of paper', and
the Journal of Education in 1907
reported that 'Our modern family
gathering, silent around the fire,
each individual with his head
buried in his favourite magazine.'
Ok, so Juvenilia is nothing new
then, but why do we experience it
at all? What is the reason for its
existence? It is reasonable to
assume that in nature a species
wants its children to be a
reproductive success, which by
definition parents are. Therefore,
they will prefer their upbringing,
and have a lack of trust or
disapprove of anything else.
Really, they just want what they
believe is best for their children.
How bad really then are 'Kids
these days'? Well, crime and drug
use in teens is at an all-time low,
literacy and maths skills are at a
high and hate comments reported
by children have dropped. So,
those 'pesky kids' are actually
some of the best we have ever
had, and yet juvenilia persists, as
it always will. It not something we
can control, as annoying as it is,
it's natural for our parents and

teachers to feel that the world we
are growing up in just isn't fit for
children anymore. So next time an
elder criticizes your music choice,
or your idleness, don't take it to
heart.
George Orwell put it well:
'Every generation imagines itself
to be more intelligent than the
one that went before it, and wiser
than the one that comes after it.'

Competition:
What is this country?

1st person to come to the
writer of this article with the
right answer wins a prize!

The Interview
By Alex Horkava
In 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de
Janeiro, Daniah Hagul was the
only female swimmer in
#TeamLibya.
She raced on the 7th August 2016
and it was, as she puts it: ‘one of
the most memorable days of my
life and my 2 minutes of Olympic
glory’. She managed to achieve
her personal best by knocking off
3 seconds in a 100m breaststroke
event, a spectacular result that
considering the nerves and being
under the gaze of millions of
people made everyone extremely
proud of her achievement.
If anyone is looking for a role
model, Daniah is one the best to
consider; last year, alongside
training for the Olympics and
participating in various
championships, she managed her
four A-levels, secured an A from
Maths, discovered her long
hidden aptitude for Mechanics
(currently nailing her M2 Further
Maths module with grace of an
Olympic swimmer) and in spite of
many inconveniences thrown her
way on her journey to Rio, she
made history. Impressive for a
seventeen-year-old, isn’t it?
This is her Rio story.
Why did you become a swimmer?
How did swimming impact your
life?
I learnt to swim properly when I
was 4 and took up competitive
swimming at the age of 12 when I
joined Neptune’s Water Polo and
Swimming Club in Malta where I
lived prior to joining Mount Kelly.
I’ve always been athletic since a
young age taking part in a broad

spectrum of sports throughout
junior and senior school, inter
school events and sports days. But
it was swimming which I chose to
focus most on.
When did you set your eyes on
the Olympic Games?
I recall watching the swimming
events at the 2012 London
Olympics and my mum mentioned
the idea of me representing Libya
at Rio, a daunting thought at the
time, but I accepted the challenge
and
decided to dedicate as much of
my time and energy as possible to
competitive swimming. My first
major international meet was at
the FINA Worlds Championship in
2015 in Kazan, Russia where I
competed in the 50m and 100m
breaststroke events. Successfully
competing at Worlds, qualified me
to represent Libya at the Rio
Olympics, based on universality. In
December 2015, I also
represented Libya at the Qatar
Swimming Championships
Swimming has made me focus
better and rise to challenges.
Being an individual sport, it
involves pushing yourself to keep
beating your previous best times.
We also know you had several
problems on your way to the
Olympics. Can you give us some
details?
Due to the situation Libya is in and
the country’s continued strife,
financial support from the Libyan
Olympic Committee has been
limited. My parents had to cover

the bulk of my training and travel
costs and a crowd funding
campaign and sponsorship from a
Libyan company helped me a lot.
You were representing Libya- a
conservative Muslim country.
How did they feel about you, a
girl, representing them in the
Olympics?
Since I represented Libya at Kazan
and Qatar, there has been a lot of
interest in my swimming. The fact
that very few Libyan girls do
competitive swimming and even
fewer at international events,
generated a lot of curiosity! I was
interviewed by the Libya Herald
twice, the first time after
competing at Kazan and the
second in the lead up to Rio. This
was followed by extensive
coverage by Agence France Presse
who came to school and spent a
day interviewing and filming me.
The story was published by
various media outlets all over the
world and seemed to go down
well. However, the minute the
video went viral of me at one of
my training sessions, there were
some nasty comments by some
people who took offence to
seeing me in a swimsuit. The vast
majority, however, were
extremely supportive and proud
of me.

What were your impressions of
Rio Olympics?
I was really excited to stay at the
Olympic Village and be with other
athletes from every corner of the
world but I was also a bit
apprehensive about certain
aspects, especially the
accommodation and the safety of
the athletes as there were a few
stories in the media that made me
wary. But, any fears I had were
unfounded.
The atmosphere at the Olympic
Village was amazing; the
accommodation of a good
standard and the tight security
put my mind at rest. Being in the
same place with other athletes
and many household names was
an amazing feeling! I met many
famous sportsmen and women
such as Usain Bolt, Michael
Phelps, Chad le Clos, Simone Biles,
etc...
The Opening Ceremony was a
really memorable experience. The
atmosphere was exhilarating and
as I walked into the arena with the
other Libyan athletes and officials,
I felt quite emotional and very
proud to be representing Libya
and for my Olympic dream to
finally come true.
How did you feel about your
race?
The few months leading up to Rio
were very stressful with a lot of
training and gym work. I had to
watch what I ate, get enough rest
all while coping with the stress of
my schoolwork. I even sat my
Maths A level, adding to the
stress! (author’s note: achieving
another spectacular result: An A!)
I had to have physio for an ankle
injury which put me out for a
couple of weeks. The mental and
physical exertion was
considerable but I tried to put all
my energy into my training and

keeping my eyes on my goal.
After my race I just couldn't
believe it was over. All my work
had paid off, although I did feel
like I could have performed
better, I was happy with my
progress. As I got out of the pool,
about 3 journalists interviewed
me and then I immediately got to
my phone and talked to my coach
and family and friends. They were
extremely happy and supportive.
Even though Muslim, you do not
wear hijab and you do not swim
in burkini. Did you feel any
backslash of that/feedback from
Libya after your performance in
Rio?
I am not the first female swimmer
to represent Libya at the
Olympics; 4 other girls had done
so since 1980. But I believe that
my participation generated the
most interest due to the
prevalence of social media and
the ease at which my story,
especially the video, was shared
and reached a wide audience.
After Rio, I came across a video
that was made regarding the
extensive commentary on female
athlete’s appearance and it struck
me how us athletes managed to
be the source of so much
attention and criticism more so
than any of the males. I realised
that judging a woman by what she
wears was a phenomenon across
all cultures.
What are your plans now?
I have had to cut down my
swimming sessions due to the
pressure of preparing for my A
levels. I still train and am still very
keen on swimming, but I feel it is
time to focus more on academics
than sports as this year is critical
for university entrance.

Daniah’s MOST from Rio de
Janeiro:

Most memorable moment from
Rio:
The Opening Ceremony at the
Maracanã Stadium.
Most stressful moment from Rio:
Being asked to appear in
interviews before my race. I found
the media coverage too intrusive
and stressful as I just wanted to
focus on my swimming.
Most surprising moment from
Rio:
When Chad le Clos agreed to
exchanging caps with me and gave
me his racing cap right after he
swam and won a silver medal.
Most challenging moment from
Rio:
Trying to contain my pre-race
nerves.
Most irritating moment from Rio:
Not being part of a team. I missed
the team spirit and support from
other swimmers.
Most disappointing moment from
Rio:
Not having my coach with me and
having to find a local coach for the
critical couple of weeks before my
race.
Most entertaining moment from
Rio:
Being able to watch all the
swimming finals live and watching
Phelps make such an incredible
comeback was definitely the most
entertaining moment.

Cockroach, lightweight
survival M8
By Harry Donnelly

So what is the toughest creature
in the world? Some would think
the honey badger, with its
courageous ability to take on
predators much larger than itself,
and survive a venomous snake
bite. But in terms of being tough
enough to survive, some would
say it is perhaps a tortoise, due to
its thick armoured shell. However,
few can live up to the cockroach,
which can survive over a week
without its own head! And can
survive up to 10,000 rads of
nuclear radiation, when humans
can only withstand a mere 2,000
rads at most. However, what if I
were to say that there is another
creature whose toughness can
outmatch any other animal by a
very long way, well, there is! But it
is a much older more ancient
animal. This creature is known as
a Tardigrade, or a water bear. It is
a small microscopic invertebrate,
about 1mm long. So cockroaches
can survive 10,000 rads, of
nuclear radiation, quite a lot, but
a Tardigrade can survive up to
500,000 rads! The Tardigrade can
also survive over 30 years without
food and water, which virtually
every animal alive today is unable
to do. Tardigrades can be found
quite literally all over the world,
they've been found living quite
happily in the Antarctic, below the
freezing point, as well has the hot
springs in Japan, where water
temperatures can reach over the
boiling point of 150 degrees
Celsius, from the highest peaks of
the Himalayas, to the lowest
depths of the ocean, As

Tardigrades can survive in an
atmospheric pressure 6 times that
of the deepest part of the ocean.
They can also however be found
in your backyard! (Most likely on
moss.) Would it shock you if I
were to also tell you that they can
survive off the planet as well?
Well they can! Thousands of
Tardigrades as part of an
experiment in 2007 were attached
to a satellite, and blasted off into
space, when the satellite
returned, they had found that a
majority of the Tardigrades had
survived, some even laid eggs!
With the newly hatched Young
being healthy, now that's
something that no other animal
could ever do! Us humans in the
vacuum of space would be
unconscious with 15 seconds, and
be dead within a minute.

Competition:
What animal do these horns
belong to?

1st person to come to the
writer of this article with the
right answer wins a prize!

So it seems like they are the
perfect animal, with incredible
adaptations to make them the
ultimate survivor. So could it be
possible that some planets, many
lightyears away, could have
something almost identical to the
Tardigrade? Maybe we'll find out
one day!

Tardigrade, also known as a water bear

‘Only Locker room talk’
By Jack Bridger-Stille

A phrase that has stunned the
social and political world; ‘it was
only locker room talk’.
As many of you have seen and
heard, it was the Presidential
debates in the USA this week with
Clinton and Trump going round
for round with each other in an
open and live debate watched by
millions across the globe.
However, this was not only an
attempt to round up some more
voters but to deliver some
potentially knock out blows to
their opponent; with Trump
referencing Clinton’s email
scandal and Clinton digging
desperately to show Trump
support’s what the rest of the
world can already see. This has
climaxed with the ‘ignorant,
bigoted, racist’ and now sexist
Donald Trump being caught
openly saying phrases such as
‘When you’re famous, you can do
what you want’…amongst some
other more censorable ones.
If not made obvious already by
the sheer amount of insensitive
and downright racist remarks,
Trump has now put himself at a
new low and set the bar for the
‘clinically insane’, with his only
justification being his remarks
were not meant to be publicised
and were only locker room talk….
like it makes a difference. Just
because nobody sees you steal,
doesn’t make you not a thief.
However, it does appear that
Clinton is ever so slightly ahead on
the US opinion polls, what a
relief!!

I’m sure I am not the only person
thinking this, but to possibly enter
a world where TRUMP of all
people has his bleach blond finger
on one of the most powerful red
buttons in history, is, I feel, rather
worrying. I just hope that the
American voters can open their
eyes to the possible consequences
of this year’s vote.
However, this was not the only
development on the campaign
trail that we saw in the last few
weeks. We also saw Clinton
suddenly collapse into the back
seat of her SUV, unfortunately
falling rather ill. Again leaving
Trump to do what Trump does
best and make some ridiculous
remarks.
However, this is not the summit of
my point. After reading a few US
articles, I got wind that the Trump
supporters had pretty much
predicted it months ago, so as a
‘keen reporter’, I stole material
from another…and this reporter
decided to go and have a chat
with some other supporters at
one of Trumps infamous rallies. If
these crack pots were right about
one thing, what else could we be
in for…Jordan Klepper from the
Daily Show went to go find out;
with some of the best comments
coming out of it; Clinton has Aids
(contracted from Bill and Magic
Johnson), ‘Obama is a Muslim
Terrorist and nobody will tell me
different’…oh wow, it continues
with Obama being blamed for
9/11. What drugs are these
people on… and its these people
that are in control of the next
most powerful person in the
world.

Taking a step back from American
politics, there have also been
some interesting changes in our
own back yard, most notably the
Brexit referendum resulting in an
entire change in office as well as
new party leader discussions.
Initially and continually, the Brexit
vote has put a split down the
centre of the population, not too
dissimilar to that during the
legendary Thatcher times. With
half the population deciding that
everything is the fault of illegal
immigrants and the other
believing that we simply can’t
survive without the EU, it is easy
to see how simple scare tactics
played such a vital role in both
campaigns. However, because of
this, it has become increasingly
difficult to see which direction our
government is going to take when
entering into these important
negotiations.
Lastly, this is not the only amusing
thing to come out of this month’s
political on goings. We have also
seen the supposed ‘undemocratic’ election of our new
P.M Theresa May as well as the
Labours hash of a leadership
election which ultimately led to
the Tory’s blessing in disguise,
Jeremy Corbyn winning the
leadership of his increasing
separating party.
In the next issue, I will be
discussing both the Party
Conferences in more detail, so
stay tuned.

Bit of Fun?

FREE
LUNCH PASS
FOR USE ON SUNDAYS ONLY

Expiration Date: 16/10/2016

Across
2. HIJKLMNO
5. amUous
7. Cycle cycle cycle
8. _______et

Down
1. Ant ant ant ant ant ant ant ant ant ant
3. Rood
4. ✔️
6. Ice³

Answers will be posted next issue.

Meet the Team
So here it is, our first issue. Over a month of hard work has gone into this
small magazine and we all hope you all have enjoyed the read. From the
‘weekly’ meetings to scrambled conversations on the internet the whole
team has pulled together to work on creating our own unique version of The
Cloister. Whether you are a parent reading this or a student quickly scanning
through I hope you all have had a good laugh. We have plenty more ideas
coming in and are always recruiting more writers. Whether you are a parent,
teacher or student we will welcome you into our ranks to write, so please
join us, we have cookies. *
*Cookies are not guaranteed.
The Director

The Team:
Director:
Jonathan Leung
Editors:
Harry Donnelly
Jack Bridger-Stille
Writers:
Ted Jenks, Richard Bennet, Alexandra Horkava, Anna Cox, Marcus Watson,
Tessa Hansford, George Key

From the Cloister,
Thanks for Reading
and
Hope you enjoyed it

