
ISSUE 12 

Mount Kelly’s Safeguarding Bulletin aims to provide parents and carers with the information needed to 
have informed and age-appropriate conversations with their children about potential risks in the wider 
world and online. This week’s bulletin is on the topic of WhatsApp.  

 

WhatsApp is the most widely used messaging platform on the planet, with over two billion users (forecast 
to become three billion by 2025), across more than 180 countries. The majority of those people (70%) open 
the app at least once a day – but what exactly are they seeing? Contact from strangers, fake news and     
convincing scams are all among the service’s well-documented hazards.  

According to Ofcom, WhatsApp is used by more than half of 3- to 17-year-olds in the UK (including one in 
three from the 8–11 bracket), despite its 16+ age restriction. If your child hops onto WhatsApp to stay in 
touch with friends or family, the #WakeUpWednesday guide to the service contains the key details you’ll 
need to support them in doing it safely. You may also find the Internet Matters and NSPCC parent guides 
below useful.  
  

What is WhatsApp?: A safety how to guide for parents - Internet Matters  
 

Is WhatsApp safe for my child? | NSPCC  
how misleading the online world can be and creating a ‘family agreement’. 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/whatsapp-safety-a-how-to-guide-for-parents/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/2023-01-12-is-whatsapp-safe-for-my-child/



