
ISSUE 18 

Mount Kelly’s Safeguarding Bulletin aims to provide parents and carers with the information needed to 
have informed and age-appropriate conversations with their children about potential risks and issues in 
the wider world and online. This week’s bulletin is on the topic of group chats and inappropriate content. 

Occurring through messaging apps, on social media such as Whatsapp and in online games, group chats are 
among the most popular ways that young people engage with their peers online. Involving, by definition, 
three or more individuals, these groups allow users to send messages, images and videos to everyone in 
one place. While they are useful for helping friends, people with shared interests or members of a club to 
communicate and coordinate activities, they can also leave young people feeling excluded and bullied – as 
well as providing opportunities for inappropriate content to be shared and viewed. 

“Inappropriate” means different things to different people. What’s acceptable for one age group, for        
example, may be unsuitable for a slightly younger audience. Online, young people can chance upon          
inappropriate content in various way – from pop-up ads to TikTok or YouTube videos. The increasingly 
young age at which children become active in the digital world heightens the risk of them innocently       
running into something that they find upsetting or frightening. Trusted adults need to be able to help      
children and young people be aware of what to do if they’re exposed to age-inappropriate content. 

In this week’s #WakeUpWednesday guides you’ll find tips on a number of potential risks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 






